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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 


following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 4790] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4790) for the relief of Helga Richter, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Helga Richter. The bill provides for an ap- 
propriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required visa 
fee and head tax 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Germany on April 11, 1910, 
and last entered the United States as a visitor on November 15, 1950. 
Her mother is a United States citizen and her father is deceased. The 
mother has four other children in this country who are United States 
citizens. 

A letter dated November 21, 1951, to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the 
Deputy Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows 
Hon, EMANUEL CELLER, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Re presentatives, Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Mr. CHatrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 4790) for the relief of Helga 
Richter, an alien, 
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The bill would provide that, for the purposes of the immigration and naturaliza- 
tion laws, Helga Richter shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted to 
the United States for permanent residence as of the date of the enactment of the 
act, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It also would direct 
the Secretary of State to instruct the proper quota officer to deduct one number 
from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Miss Richter, a citizen of Germany, was born in Luebeck, Germany, 
on April 11, 1910. She last arrived at the port of New Orleans, La., on November 
15, 1950, when she was admitted as a temporary visitor for pleasure until May 
19, 1951, under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924. She has been granted 
an extension of her temporary stay until November 19, 1951. She had previously 
been in the United States from July 1929 until 1931, at which time she returned 
to Germany where she resided until her last arrival on November 15, 1950, when 
it apparently was her intention to remain 1 year as a visitor. 

At the time of the alien’s last entry, she was accompanied by her mother, Minna 
von Goeler, now Dieter, a former United States citizen who lost her citizenship 
by marriage to an alien prior to September 22, 1922, and who is now a United 
States citizen, having regained her United States citizenship through naturaliza- 
tion on July 2, 1951, at El Paso, Tex., under section 317 (a) of the Nationality Act 
of 1940, at which time she resumed her first married name, Dieter. The alien’s 
mother married J. P. Dieter in Germany during March 1897. Mr. Dieter was 
born in Germany and emigrated to the United States at about the age of 15 years. 
He was naturalized in the United States and then returned to Germany, where he 
met the alien’s mother. He brought her to the United States where they lived in 
El Paso, Tex., until 1907, at which time Mr. Dieter died. The alien’s mother 
then returned to Germany in 1908 and took her four children with her. These 
four children were born in El Paso, Tex. In 1909 the alien’s mother married 
Dr. Hugo Richter in Luebeck, Germany. The instant alien and her brother, 
Bernd, are the children of their mother’s marriage to Dr. Richter whom the alien’s 
mother divorced in 1922. Dr. Richter died in Germany on November 30, 1949. 
In 1924, the alien’s mother married Egon von Goeler who died in April 1950 in 
Murnau, Germany. 

‘he alien’s eldest half-brother, Henning B. Dieter, is presently employed by 
the State Department and is now in Koblenz, Germany. The alien has not been 
employed since her entry into the United States and is presently residing with 
and being supported by her half-brother, Rolf A. Dieter, in El Paso, Tex. 

The quota for Germany, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. The record, however, presents 
no facts which would justify granting the alien preference over her countrymen 
who also desire to enter the United States for permanent residence but who are 
awaiting their regular turn for the issuance of immigration visas. To enact this 
bill might encourage other aliens to seek exemption from the immigration laws 
in the same manner. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enactment 
of this measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Ken Regan, the author of the bill, submitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the 
following affidavit in support of the bill: 


AFFIDAVIT OF Rour A. DiererR, DecempBer 7, 1951 


I, Rolf A. Dieter, am making the following statements under oath on behalf of 
my half-sister, Helga Richter’s, plea for relief as an alien as called for in H. R. 4790 
introduced by the Honorable Ken Regan. 

I have been employed as superintendent of the White Water Works, a utility 
operating in the suburbs of E] Paso, Tex., approximately 8 miles from the city. 
We service in-excess of 650 families and businesses. I have been employed in this 
capacity for the past 24 years, and have every reason to believe that my employ- 
ment in such capacity will continue indefinitely, 

On November 19, 1950, my mother, Mrs. Minna von Goeler, now Mrs. Minna 
Dieter, arrived in the United States to live with me. My sister, Mrs. H. J. 
Wiskott, and her husband were living with me at the time. My half-sister, 
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Helga Richeter, accompanied my mother from Germany to the United States in 
order to care for her during the trip. 

Shortly after my mother’s arrival, my brother-in-law, Mr. H. J. Wiskott, met 
with a severe automobile accident which left him considerably mentally impaired. 
It was necessary for Mr. and Mrs. Wiskott to move into the city of E] Paso and 
take a room where Mr. Wiskott could receive better care. 

This left me with the care of my aged mother except for the fact that my half- 
sister, Helga Richter, was with us under a visitor’s permit. The continued care 
and attention of my half-sister, Helga Richter is sorely needed by my mother. 
My duties require my absence from home almost all day every day. My mother, 
Mrs. Minna Dieter, who is an American citizen, is not physically able to con- 
tinually care for herself, not to mention the housekeeping and the cooking, all 
of which my half-sister, Helga Richter, is now doing for me. I earn a sufficient 
salary to comfortably support the three of us, but not sufficient to employ a nurse 
and outside help. 

I might further state that I know it to be a fact that my half-sister, Helga 
Richter, through circumstances beyond her control does not now have a home 
in Germany to which she can return. 

toLF A. DIETER. 
Srate or Texas, 
County of El Paso: 

Before me, the undersigned, a notary public in and for county and State, on 
this day personally appeared Rolf A. Dieter, known to me to be the person whose 
name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to me that 
the statements contained are true. 

Given under my hand and seal of office this the 7th day of December A. D. 1951. 


[SEAL] Evityn J. BELL, 
Notary Public, El Paso County, Tex. 
My commission expires June 1, 1953. 
The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 4790) should be enacted. 
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